Beneath the Surface:
The Homeowner’s Guide to
Termite Management

Understanding, diagnosing, and
preventing structural damage in
Arizona’s desert climate.

An Educational Resource by LMS Pest Control
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The Unseen Reality of
Subterranean Termites
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q The Climate Factor: —
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temperatures allow subterranean

— - VT colonies to remain highly active,

Ui S/ = feeding and expanding 24 hours
SN < ¥ L a day, year-round.

The Biological Threat

Subterranean termites are the most
destructive species in Arizona. They
do not live inside the wood; they live
deep underground and commute to
their food source.

The Invisible Commute

They enter homes through microscopic
foundation cracks and hidden structural
openings, remaining completely out of
sight for months or years.
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How Termites Find Their Way In:
The Moisture Bridge

The Moisture Bridge

A simple plumbing leak, pooling
irrigation, or damp crawl space creates
a continuous, humid path from the
deep soil to your home's framing.

The Catalyst

Termites require two things to
survive: cellulose (wood) and
moisture.

Wood-to-Soil Contact

Any untreated structural wood,
fencing, or firewood directly
touching the soil acts as a
welcome mat, bypassing the
home's defensive foundation
layer.
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The Protective Highway:
Understanding Mud Tubes

What They Are

Pencil-sized tunnels built from soil, wood, and
termite saliva.

Why They Exist

Termites have incredibly thin skin and will quickly
dehydrate in the dry Arizona air. Mud tubes act as
climate-controlled highways, protecting them from
the desert heat and predators.

Where to Look

Frequently found climbing exterior foundation walls,
inside dark crawl spaces, or along hidden interior
support beams.
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The Diagnostic Matrix: Translating the Symptoms

What You See What It Actually Means

Bubbling, peeling, or uneven interior " Termites are actively feeding on the

paint that looks like slight water paper backing of the drywall directly
damage. . behind the paint layer.

| A mature, nearby colony has recently

Small piles of discarded, translucent reproduced. Swarmers have shed their
wings near windowsills or doors. - wings after finding a new location to
. build a nest.

The internal cellulose structure of the
wood has been excavated, leaving only a
| thin outer veneer intact.

Baseboards or door frames that sound
hollow when tapped.
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The Mechanics of Hidden Structural Damage

The Cellulose Extraction

Subterranean termites selectively
feed on the softer springwood,
leaving the harder summerwood
behind. This creates a weakened,
layered honeycomb effect inside

support beams, flooring, and framing.

The lllusion of Safety

Because they avoid breaking the
surface to maintain their
climate-controlled environment,
extensive structural hollowing can
occur long before any damage is
visible to the naked eye.



The Economics of Time:
Why Early Detection Matters

Colony Size & Structural Compromise

Termite management is a race against
exponential biological growth. Early

detection intercepts the colony during
Phase 1, fundamentally changing the
financial outcome for the homeowner.

Phase 3: Visible Symptoms.
Hollow wood, bubbling drywall.

Repair costs: High structural
intervention required.

Phase 2: Internal Infestation.

Mud tubes form, internal feeding begins.

Repair costs: Moderate.

Phase 1: Hidden Foraging.
Colony establishes entry points.
Repair costs: Zero to Minimal.

\

Time (Months/Years)
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The Barrier Defense System:
Intercepting the Threat

How Liquid Barriers Work

Professional treatments do not just target
visible bugs. They create an uninterrupted,
highly calibrated treatment zone deep in
the soil around the entire perimeter of

the home.

The Interception

Because subterranean termites must
return to the soil for moisture, they are
forced to pass through this treated
barrier, eliminating active foragers and
ultimately collapsing the colony.

Why DIY Fails

Surface sprays only eliminate visible
termites. They cannot penetrate the deep
soil to sever the connection between

the underground colony and the

home's framing.

Theliquid — =
Treatment Zone
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The Total Protection Matrix
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Environmental Control
(Homeowner)

Action: Eliminate Moisture Bridges.

Details: Fix leaking AC lines, repair dripping
hose bibs, and ensure yard grading directs
water away from the foundation.

N

Action: Routine Early-Detection Inspections.

Preventative Monitoring
(Professional)

Details: Annual or bi-annual structural

evaluations of foundations, crawl spaces, and

wall voids to catch Phase 1 activity.
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Structural Control
(Homeowner)

Action: Remove Wood-to-Soil Contact.

Details: Keep firewood elevated, ensure
wooden fences don't touch the home, and clear
dead brush from the perimeter.

- o
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Chemical Defense
(Professional)

Action: Targeted Barrier Applications.

Details: Maintaining the integrity of the soil
treatment zone to ensure continuous, long-term

perimeter defense.
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Visibility is a Late Stage

By the time termite damage is visible, significant
structural feeding has already occurred.

The Environment Dictates Risk

‘Arizona's warm climate demands active moisture
‘management and routine inspections.

'‘Combining proactive homeowner environmental
‘control with professional barrier treatments
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Protecting Homes.

Protecting Peace of Mind.

Local expertise. Local care.

EXPLORE MORE RESOURCES

[
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LMS Pest Control Services
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Casa Grande Pest Learning

Library

Have questions or need
more information?
We’re here to help.

‘ (520) 210-4256

PEST SOLUTIONS

— Local Minds. Local Solutions. —

SERVING CASA GRANDE, ARIZONA
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https://exterminatorcasagrandeaz.com/
https://sites.google.com/view/pestcontrolcasagrandeazpb23x/
https://sites.google.com/view/pestcontrolcasagrandeazpb23x/
https://exterminatorcasagrandeaz.com/termite-control-casa-grande/
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